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“Preparing for ‘The Hallelujah Life’” 

We will be starting a new series soon, a series I am 
entitling “The Hallelujah Life.”  So to begin this New 
Year, I thought it appropriate that we lay a foundation 
for the joy that we can have deep down where we live 

regardless of what is going on in our lives.  This is not “Pollyanna land” this is a joy that comes 
because Jesus Owns You.  It is our entering into the joy of our LORD, counting it all joy, gaining 
God’s perspective, receiving a gift that has the ability to carry us through various trials and 
burdens.  We live in a real world and need a real and Living God. 

Joy is an emotion. It rises within the core of our being when we receive something we value 
greatly and when we give something we value greatly. Joy can come to us regardless of our 
circumstances, even in spite of our circumstances when our hope, our expectation, is in God. 

God is love, and it is Love’s joy to give. God gave to the cosmos, to His creation, His most 
treasured, most valued, unique Son because it gave Him great pleasure, the utmost delight, to do. 

For God so loved the world (cosmos) that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believes in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 
(John 3.16) 

Jesus Christ, God’s Incarnate Son, came from heaven willingly. With His heart full of joy, He 
lived daily obeying the will of His Father, even dying the death that sin, our sin, required. 
(Philippians 2, Hebrews 12.1, 2) The Holy Spirit, who conceived Jesus, had so much pleasure, 
so much delight, in Jesus that the bond of love could not be broken, even with Jesus’ death. That 
love, that joy, brought dominion over death and generated the power, the energy that raised Jesus 
from the dead. (Romans 8.1-11) 

Jesus is alive, living in an unbreakable bond of love emoting fullness of joy. (Psalm 16) We are 
called to enter into the joy of our Lord (Matthew 25.21). We are commanded to rejoice in the 
Lord (Psalm 33.1, Psalm 68.3, Romans 12.15, Philippians 4.4, 1 Thessalonians 5.16, e.g.) We 
have been commissioned to take the message of reconciliation with the Creator God, to take the 
message of peace and righteousness through the Blood of Jesus, to the world to whom the Father 
sent the Son. (2 Corinthians 5.18-21) 

With the glory of the Lord shining all around them so that they feared in the face of this 
awesome spectacle, some shepherds encountered an angel of the Lord, saying to them: 

Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all 
people. For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the 
Lord…(Luke 2.10, 11) 



Good tidings. Great joy. A Savior has come. Christ the Lord. At this good news our hearts are to 
be filled with great joy. This joy is promised to us. It is the emotion of the celebration of life, the 
emotion of intense satisfaction, delight, gladness, pleasure, merriment, cheerfulness. Our 
redemption comes, indeed today it has come, and we are to rejoice. 

God’s delight in Jesus and those abiding in Jesus spills over into our spirits, penetrating our 
souls, permeating our bodies until the love of the Spirit shed abroad in our hearts brings us to the 
reality of Zephaniah 3.14-17: 

Sing, O daughter of Zion! Shout, O Israel! Be glad and rejoice with all your heart, O 
daughter of Jerusalem! The Lord has taken away your judgments. He has cast out your 
enemy. The King of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst.You shall see disaster no more. In 
that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: ‘Do not fear; Zion, let not your hands be weak. The 
Lord your God in your midst, the Mighty Hero who Saves; He will; rejoice over you with 
gladness. He will be quiet in His love. He will rejoice over you with singing.’ 

Now I know the other side—despair, depression, demonic oppression. I have been there, done 
that, put the T-shirts in the drawer. I have "soap opera" days in my history, but God has given me 
a revelation of the anointing of dominion, and it is joy. We were created to glorify God by 
enjoying Him forever. And we can enjoy God by looking in the right direction, in the proper 
place, to God’s appointed end. 

1.Look forward. The prophets of God looked forward to the time of Jesus’ appearing. They 
rejoiced as their redemption drew nigh. They rejoiced in knowing that the goodness of God 
would overcome evil. (Luke 24.25, 44-48; Acts 10.43) Look forward to Jesus’ appearing. (2 
Timothy 4.8) Wait for Him. 

2.Look to Jesus. People were filled with "good cheer" as they perceived God forgave sins. 
(Matthew 9.2) That God has solved the problem of the sin which separates us from Him, the 
Source and Sustainer of Life, should fill us with joy. Mary, the mother of Jesus, rejoiced in the 
revelation of the Savior to be born of her (Luke 1). This joy in the Lord for our salvation 
motivates love, loyalty, and obedience to the Father. (Isaiah 61, John 15) Jesus is with us, a 
reason to rejoice. Jesus has overcome the world, a reason to be filled with peace, a sense of well-
being, with the Shalom of God, with joy. (John 16.33)  

3.Look with hope. Hope in God, for you will yet praise Him who is the health of your 
countenance. (Psalm 43) Justified by faith, you have peace with God through the Lord Jesus 
Christ, through whom also you have access by faith into the grace in which you stand, and you 
can rejoice in hope of the glory of God with a hope that does not disappoint, because the love of 
God is poured out in your heart by the Holy Spirit who is given to all believers. (Romans 5) It is 
the God of hope who fills us with all joy and peace in believing, in order that we may abound in 
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. (Romans 15.13)  

4.Look for future grace. The God of all grace who graciously forgave your sin, redeemed you, 
reconciled you to Himself through Christ, and accepted Jesus as satisfaction for divine justice, is 
an ever-flowing spring of grace. (1 Peter 5.10, 11) His grace extends from the goodness of His 
heart. Rejoice. (Psalm 103, Psalm 33)  

5.Look for answered prayer. God remains true to His character, and when we ask in accord 
with His heart, mind, and will, He delights to respond. Jesus tells us to ask that our joy may be 
full. (John 16.24)  



6.Look up. Rejoice, for our God reigns. He sits in the heavens and laughs at the foolish plots of 
the wicked. (Psalm 2) The nations can be glad, the trees can clap their hands, the mountains can 
rejoice because the Creator is good, kind, loving, benevolent, protecting and preserving life, 
promoting justice. Jesus sits enthroned, exalted, worthy of all honor and power, dominion, and 
praise. Rejoice! (Psalm 96, Psalm 48, Psalm 97, Revelation 5)  

7.Look to the LORD’s doing.  He is our strength and song, and is become our salvation.  The 
voice of rejoicing and salvation is in the tabernacles of the righteous: the right hand of the LORD 
does valiantly.  God is the LORD, which has showed us light.  He is to be exalted and given 
thanks for His goodness in that His mercy endures forever.  (Psalm 118) 

8.Look to the end. As the end of all things draws nigh, rejoice in the victory of the triumph of 
Jesus Christ over devils, over disease, and over death. Rejoice in the great harvest of souls 
coming to Christ. Enjoy God and the works of His hands. Enjoy the pleasures and join with the 
desires of His heart. Enter into the delights of His Spirit, the beauty of holiness, the glories of 
Christ. (1 Peter 1.8, James 1, Isaiah 35, Revelation)  

Rejoice!  The LORD is King.  There is coming a Day, a Day when Jesus shows up, shines forth, 
shoots down His enemies, and strengthens our faith.  There is a Day and that Day is coming.  
Every time we celebrate in the taking and receiving of communion, we remember the Lord’s 
death UNTIL HE COMES.  This is the Day the LORD has made; we will rejoice and be glad in 
it.   

Proclaiming His Glory, 

Mary Craig 

Mary Craig, D. Min. 

Behold, He comes with clouds; 
and every eye shall see Him, and they also which pierced Him: 

and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of Him. 
Even so, Amen. Revelation 1:7 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



“Preparing for The Hallelujah Life” 

 

SOME REASONS TO REJOICE  

 

1.Remember the Lord your God. (Psalm 5.11, 32.11, 43.4,   

    97.12, Zephaniah 3.17)  

2.  God reigns. (1 Chronicles 16.32; Psalm 97; Psalm 99:1) 
3.  God is a righteous Judge. (Psalm 67.4, 97.8; Luke 10.21) 

4.  God’s Word is truth. (Jeremiah 15.16; Psalm 119.162) 

5.  God gives good gifts. (Deuteronomy 26.11, 1 Kings 8.66, Joel 2.23, Jeremiah 33.11, 
Acts 14.17) 

6.  God is merciful. (Psalm 31, 90.14) 

7.  God’s creation is good. (Psalm 118.24, Isaiah 65.18) 

8.  God answers prayer. (John 16.24) 
9.  God delights to prosper. (Ecclesiastes 7.14) 

10. God saves. (Psalm 35.9, 40.16, 70.4, Isaiah 12.3, 25.9, 61.10, Luke 10.20) 

11. God sent His Son, Jesus. (Matthew 2.10, Luke 1.14, 2.10) 

12. A person can serve the Lord with gladness. (Psalm 100) 
13. A person in Christ can willingly submit and obey joyfully. (Matthew 25.21, 

Acts 20.24, cf. Hebrews 12.2) 

14. A person can give. (1 Chronicles 29.9, 2 Corinthians 8.2) 

15. A person can suffer persecution as a believer in the name of Christ. 
(Matthew 5.12, 1 Peter 4.13, 2 Corinthians 7.4) 

16. A person can expect the return of Jesus Christ. (Revelation 19.7) 
 

A merry heart makes a cheerful countenance. (Proverbs 15.13) 
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P.S. Thank you for giving to MCM!  Donate: Mary Craig Ministries, Inc., P. O. 

Box 4610, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33338-4610 or through PayPal® online at 

www.marycraig.org.  Go to marycraig.org for the latest articles and words 

received. Take a look and see all that God is doing through this ministry, in 

world missions, in evangelism, the Barnabas Project, Craighouse® Christian 

Fellowship, home visitation, Kinetic Koinonia, media, and more. Worship 

with us 4:30 p.m. Sundays. Grow and flourish in small group ministry at 

Craighouse® Christian Fellowship, located in the Pompano Plaza at 114 E. Mc 

Nab Road, Pompano Beach, FL 33060. Log on to www.craighouse.org for a 

map, current events, and Bible studies. Reach MCM at 954-491-7270. Send in your prayer requests.  

Follow MCM Bible teachings and Rev. Jim Craig’s sermons; go to www.marycraig.org and click on “Audio 

Bible Studies” or “Divine Appointment” radio ministry; or go to www.mcmtffr.org for audio sermons and 

teachings and Friday night handout sheets.  Free. Go to www.marycraigverses.org for “Enjoying God for 

Life,” daily encouragement and growing in your faith.  Go to www.marycraig.smugmug.com for some 

pictures of MCM world missions. Mary Craig Ministries, Inc. is a 501© (3) nonprofit corporation founded 

in 1993. Federal ID 65-0429517. 
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