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In times past it has been easy to regard relationship witthe Living God as a mere
observance of outward ceremonies. Going to church, singing songseing people baptized,
taking communion, bringing offerings—all these can become nothg more than rites and
rituals, the performing of duties without truly connecting with God or with God’s people.
Today, that is being challenged, stripped, and will no longesuffice. God wants more. You
and | need more lest we cast dishonor upon the name of Gotbday, God is calling us to
true spiritual worship, to prayer and praise, to connect wih thanksgiving.

The Mighty One, God the@rD, Has spoken and called the earth from the rising oduheo its
going down. Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, Galtiskine forth. Our God shall come,
and shall not keep silent; A fire shall devour before HAmdg it shall be very tempestuous all
around Him. (Psalm 50:1-3 NKJV)

In Psalm 50:4-11, God calls to the heavens and the eattHehaay judge His people. Those
that have made a covenant with Him by sacrifice rgagtier to hear what He will testify against
them. True holiness has been despised and the pure worshig @brrupted. God desires
mercy and not sacrifice. (Hosea 6:6; Micah 6:7) He igmdebted to man because of any
sacrifices or offerings made. He requires neithed foor drink. His possessions are boundless.
Rather, He communicates life to all as the self-erisOne.

We tend to form our estimate and image of God from mitmarom ourselves, from our
fathers, and/or from our experiences. This leads tatarmrship, and to a proud view that
somehow we benefit God by our services. (Isaiah 66:1, wihld had a beginning, but God is
from eternity. In Himself there is sufficiency, s Hays:

If I were hungry, | would not tell you: for the woilkimine, and the fullness thereof.  Will | eat
the fleshof bulls, or drink the blood of goats? Offer unto God

Thanksgiving; and pay your vows unto the Most High: éaldupon Me in the day of trouble: |
will deliver you,and you shall glorify Me. (Psalm 50:12-15)

We just seem to have a propensity for perverting true worklsgasy for us to become
addicted to ceremonies. We like tradition and repetitecabse it makes life easier, more
predictable—even with the One, true God. We really wtikdda checklist so that we could see
"how we're doing" and be able to boast about our fashovictorious Christian life. But God
doesn't allow it.

Rather,we are called to acknowledge God as the Author of all our mees and to ascribe to
Him His just praise. Days of trouble are assumed, and in such days we a@kavith a trust
that calls on a God we know to be good, true, pure, aiyd W are to seek by prayer that
deliverance which the only true God can give, and rer#eappropriate thanks.

The psalmist sets praise and prayer in opposition tonceres and mere external observances of
religion to lead us to a holiness of life and heart, thve $acrifices which please the Most High.
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In paying our vows, we are reminded of Psalm 116:12\/8at shall | render unto the LORD
for all His benefits towards me? | will take the cup of salvat@om, call upon the name of the
LORD."

God is Spirit. We worship Him in spirit and in truth. Oaid rites may confirm our faith by
representing truth, but these should lead us to call uoname of the Lord with a pure heart.
God’s eyes are not blinded by those seeking to shelter impdritgart and life under a veil of
outward services and rituals. Such obtrude themselveshatpresence of God, hoping to
deceive Him with vain inventions and strange fire. Yet tlorm of godliness" unaccompanied
by the grace of faith and repentance abuses the nanwdddrtel becomes sacrilege.

It is the wicked who hate instruction and cast God’sdsdrehind them. They consent with the
actions of thieves, partake with adulterers, give theiuth to evil, and frame deceit with their
tongue. They speak against their brothers and slander thibsar@wn family. They forget
God. But what does God desire? (Psalm 50:16-22)

But to the wicked God says: “Whaght have you to declare My statutes,

Or take My covenant in your mouth, Seeing you hate instruétnd cast My words behind
you?

When you saw a thief, you consented with him, And have agramtaker with adulterers.
You give your mouth to evil, And your tongue frames deceit.

You sitand speak against your brother; You slander your own motkeris
Thesethingsyou have done, and | kept silent; You thought that | altagether like you.
But | will rebuke you, And sethemin order before your eyes. (Psalm 50:16-21 NKJV)

God desires us to connect to Him and to one another throughanksgiving. The ties of

nature are not to be violated, but strengthened. In fargeé®tod, we display base ingratitude, yet
God extends the hope of mercy even to the most carfuptmanity, i.e., those who profane His
worship, mock His forbearance, and abandon themselvearndaous crimes.

Now consider this, you who forget God, Lest | tgauin pieces, Andhere benone to deliver:
Whoever offers praise glorifies Me; And to him who osd@s conductaright | will show the
salvation of God. (Psalm 50:22, 23 NKJV)

God is only to be approached by those who seek Him witticare heart and in an upright
manner. This is only possible as we look to and reckageas Christ as Lord and Savior, trusting
in His Blood and righteousness, being justified freel\Gogl’'s grace.

For Christ also has once suffered for sins, the just for the unpatHe might bring us to God,
being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit. (1 Pa&y

Thanksgiving honors God (Psalm 50:23). God commands it.n(P£all4) Failing to give
thanks is as much as forgetting God. (Psalm 50:22; Romah}y Thanksgiving acknowledges
the grace and goodness of God, safeguarding us from pride agdrare. If we're not thankful,
we grumble, grow bitter, and curse rather than bless.

It is a time to give thanks, to connect through giving thanksWe can do this privately, like
Daniel (2:23; 6:10) or publicly (Psalms 11, 22, 35). We can oftetki$giving for others (1
Timothy 2:1) and for God’s goodness to the nations (1 Chemiob:7-36).

As we call upon God’s Name, sing to Him, seek Him, remerHiemighty works of creation
and redemption, remember His covenant and our covenasirgs, we ascribe to God His



glory, character, and worth. We make His name knowmagradl peoples and join with all
nature and the heavenly host in worship. Through thankggwe connect with God and with
others. It just breaks down the barriers of bitter@eskhatred and pride. Looking at each other,
we may deem one higher or better or holier thantemoBut looking at God, we are humbled
and seek Him to save us all.

Lots of times over the years | have been asked, "What's thete be thankful for?" It gets

like that. Right now it's a time of clouds,and some of those clouds are dark clouds with few
silver linings. But God'’s glory is also connected witbl@ud, and Jesus is coming with clouds
with great power and glory. Actually, we have a lotvidrich thanks can be given. So, let’s just
say, "Every believer can give thanks to God by rememgemd praising Him for the following
demonstrations of His Being:

1. God’s wondrous works of creation: (Psalm 9:1; Isaiah Z%sajms 136, 139; Romans
1:21)

2. God’s wondrous works of redemption: (Exodus 15; Psalms 18, 3Q,186lsaiah 12:1,
4; Colossians 1:12)

3. God’s wondrous works in others: (Psalm 109; 1 Thessalonian2 Thessalonians 1:3;
Ephesians 1:16; Colossians 1:3)

4. God’s gifts to us: (Daniel 2:23; 2 Corinthians 9:10, 12; EphesiaBsHsalm 19; Psalm
119; Psalm 104, e.g.)

5. God’s attributes and character: (Psalms 28, 100, 107; Jér&3iial; Daniel 6:10; Psalm
103, e.g.)

6. God’s revelation and wisdom, which delivers us from dffiic. (Psalm 119; Daniel
2:17-23; Exodus 15; Psalm 73; James 1:1, 2; Psalm 35; Psalm Y9, e.g.

7. God’s unspeakable gift, even Jesus Christ, our Saviot@mtl (Luke 2:38; Revelation
4,7, 11; 1 Timothy 1:12-17; 2 Corinthians 9; John 3:16)"

One time | was speaking with some children in Indigeyllwondered why America was so
blessed as a nation. | told them | believed America wénessed as a nation because we are a
nation that gives. So many in America understand thdbtirdation of all giving is love and
goodness. It begins with God’s goodness and love. God’s goguhesssls under His
ownership. Giving enables thanksgiving to God. People praiseM@en people give to one
another. It connects us together and to Him.

Despite efforts to cancel America’s culture and dgsti©at our roots, and strip away our rights
by proud hollow men stuffed with straw, many Americansticme to reach out to those in need
everywhere. Because America gives, America will oma to be blessed. Though it has been
declared a secular nation needing its history re-writd@merica is still a nation under the
sovereignty of the Living and True God. Despite supptrtages and inflation taxes,
Americans still openly pray, "God bless America." Inw #ays, America will take a day off as

a nation to give thanks to God for His bounty and graewells run dry, more people will bow
their heads in humility and look not to the cisterradmby human hands but to the Source of all
Life and Blessing.

The transforming effect of God’s gift of grace to ug@sus Christ is such that we can now give.
God'’s forgiveness of our sin through Christ who wag bgrihe Father to save a people for
Himself, restores through reconciliation our relatiopgo the Living God. While we were these
selfish little sinners, deserving of wrath, ingrates anddyeproud and rebellious, hating and
snarling at our Creator, God in Christ gave all of Himt&t we might connect with Him by
means of a covenant, the blood covenant of Jesus Ciistreceive the free gift of eternal life,
connecting through our praise and prayers. He seekswhmseill worship Him in spirit and in



truth. He is the “hound of heaven” who pursues us and dagpem up. Jesus poured out His
life for us to make this connection, this bond that cabediroken. God’s love is pure, true,
without a lie, powerful and penetrating every wall afiseance. His loving us changes
everything. We love because He first loved us with an @stng love that does not abandon,
does not disappoint, and does not fail.

Thus He heals us, and takers become givers. We givis indrhe, for His glory, and by His
grace that others might connect to God and one anotioegti giving thanks.

This Thanksgiving, let’'s seek to connect to God and to thoseound us by giving thanks to
God and by giving that causes others to give thanks unto God.

© 2021 Mary Craig Ministries, Inc. All rights reserved.

Mary Craig, D. Min.

Thank you for giving to MCM! Donate: Mary Craig Minissidnc., P. O. Box 4610,
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33338-4610 or through PayPal® onlinevat.marycraig.org. Go
to marycraig.org for the latest articles and woeteived. Take a look and see all that
God is doing through this ministry, in world missiomseivangelism, the Barnabas
Project, Craighouse® Christian Fellowship, home wisita Kinetic Koinonia, media,
and more. Worship with us 4:30 p.m. Sundays via telecarderdreach MCM at 954-
491-7270. Send in your prayer requests. Follow MCM Biblehiegs and Rev. Jim
Craig's sermons; go www.marycraig.org and click on “Audio Bible Studies” oDivine
Appointment’radio ministry; or go tavww.mcmtffr.org for audio sermons, teachings,
and handout sheets. Free. Gavtew.marycraigverses.org for “Enjoying God for Life” daily encouragement and
growing in your faith. Go tevww.marycraig.smugmug.com for some pictures of MCM world missions.

See our new Mary Craig Ministries YouTube Channel here:

www.youtube.com/channel/UCs4c-InXmh2HKF36huJOT@ANncmvideochannel.camSubscribe for free.
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